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have been too slightly punished. Such partiality could
only raise the indignation of the poor, and encourage
the fraudulent, who soon learned that to bribe an accom-
plice was to diminish the danger.

Prompt and gratuitous justice is evidently the first of
Sovereign duties. If the Judge have no interest to elude
the law, and can receive only his salary, gratuitous jus-
tice is soon rendered, and will be equitable, should your
inspection be active and severe, and should you never
forget that severity is the first duty of Kings. This grand
regulation of rendering justice entirely gratuitous will,
fortunately, not become burdensome in your States, for
your people are well inclined, and not addicted * to liti-
gious disputes. But, burdensome or not, that which is
Strict equity is always necessary. Justice, SIRE, precedes
utility itself; or, rather, where justice is not, there is
there no utility. The Judge ought to be paid by the
public, and not to receive fees. To deny this were absurd;
for must not Judges subsist, though there should not, for
a whole year, be a single lawsuit?

Be you, SIRE, the first to render the administration of
justice gratuitous.

Be you also the first in whose States all men who wish
to labor shall find work. All who breathe ought to feed
by labor. It is the first law of Nature, and prior to all
human conventions. It is the bond of society. The Gov-
ernment that should neglect to multiply the products of
the earth, and that should not leave to each individual
the use and profits of his industry, would be the accom-
plice or the author of all the crimes of men, and never
could punish a culprit without committing a murder; for
each man who offers labor in exchange for food, and
meets refusal, is the natural and legitimate enemy of
other men, and has a right to make war upon society.

Everywhere, in country as well as in town, let houses
of industry be kept open at the expense of Government;
that any man, of any country, may there gain his liveli-
hood by his labor; and that your subjects there may be
taught the value of time and industry.

Such institutions, SIRE, would be no burden; they
would pay themselves. They would open a road toost dishonestn, husbandmen, or liberal professions, that do not appertain
